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Poll Question

• Are you an SPE Member?
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Poll Question

• Which Geographical area are you from ?

Poll Question

• What is your affiliation?
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Poll Question

• What is your main Job Interest?

Key Take Aways

• The SPE Certification Exam tests a candidates 

overall all-round knowledge of Petroleum 

Engineering

• The exam also has very specific questions 

aimed at most Petroleum Engineering 

specialties

• Through careful preparation and planning the 

exam can be navigated successfully
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Presentation Outline

• SPE Certification & PE Licensure 

• Exam Topics

• Study Plan and Resources

• Exam Strategies

• How and Where can you take the Exam

SPE Certification
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SPE Certification

SPE 
Certification

Prepare and 
Study

Link to 
personal 
project 
work

Discuss with 
Senior PE’s

Revise 
terminology

Understand 
theoretical 
concepts

Apply 
practical 
aspects

SPE Certification

• The SPE Certification Exam is not the same as 
the PE License Exam

• Both Exams provide an engineering 
qualification that are recognised internationally

• The PE Exam can only be sat for and awarded in 
the USA

• As the SPE is an international organisation, the 
SPE Certification Exam can be sat and awarded 
globally

• The purpose of both exams is to demonstrate 
technical knowledge and competence

SPE Certification & PE Licensing
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SPE Certification

• The SPE Certification Exam was initiated in 
2004

• The Exam aims to develop technical 
competencies and skills across the entire field 
of Petroleum Engineering

• The SPE Certification Exam consists of two 3-
1/2 hour sessions with a total of 70 questions

• This differs from the PE Exam which has two 4 
hour sessions with a total of 80 questions

• Both exams are multiple choice with 4 options 
per question

SPE Certification Background

SPE Certification
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SPE Exam Topics

• The SPE Certification Exam is designed to test 
all nature of Petroleum Engineering topics

• These include:

• Reservoir Engineering

• Drilling Engineering

• Formation Evaluation

• Production Engineering

• Facilities

• Petroleum Economics

Topics

Collaboration
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Study Plan

• When preparing for the SPE Certification Exam 
it is a good idea to study with colleagues so you 
can work through problems together

• This also helps ‘build relationships’ within your 
company

• Make sure that you are aware of when you 
intend to sit your exam and give yourself at 
least 6 months preparation time

• Try to obtain sample problem papers to 
become familiar with the exam format

Preparation

Study Plan

• Try to schedule your study plan around your 
daily working projects

• At first, concentrate on your stronger topics 
before working/learning up new topics 

Schedule

• If available read technical papers and 
associated documents so that you understand 
each topic

Read up and around your subject 
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Study Resources

• The SPE Petroleum Engineering Certification 
and PE License Exam Reference Guide is the 
only text book allowed with you in the exam

• Despite this it is advisable that obtain other 
text books (e.g. Petroleum Engineering 
Handbook) so as to increase your background 
knowledge prior to sitting the exam

Text Books

• Both the SPE Certification Exam and the PE 
Licensure Exam allow calculators to be used

Calculators

Study Resources
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Study Resources

Poll Questions

• Which, if any, of these text books do you have/have access to?



4/30/2019

12

Study Resources

• The SPE has regular two-day short courses 
usually held alongside International 
Conferences

• These Courses cover all aspects of the SPE 
Certification exam and involve a number of 
sample problems being solved

• They are an ideal way of becoming accustomed 
on how to answer specific types of questions as 
well as spotting potential pitfalls and traps that 
the examiners have set

Short Courses

Study Resources

• The SPE has recently introduced an ‘Online 
Exam Review Course’

• This course is a ‘filmed’ Short Course which is 
available for candidates to download

• Once registered the short course is accessible 
for 12 months

• Further details on the Short Courses can be 
found on www.spe.org/certification

Online Short Course
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Study Resources

Study Resources
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SPE Exam Strategies

• The exam is structured so that there are a 
number of very ‘basic’ questions followed by 
some extremely detailed problems

• The basic questions should be ‘no brainers’ if 
you are familiar with the topic

• However the detailed problems will often 
require you to take some time and maybe make 
a number of calculations using the provided 
information

Exam Format

SPE Exam Strategies

• You have three and a half hours per paper –
Each paper has 35 problems

• It is advisable to read through every question 
before attempting to solve any of the problems

• As you read through the problems you will 
soon be able to gauge if you will be able to 
solve the problem

• Once you have read through the whole paper, 
go back and attempt the problems that you are 
most comfortable with

• This will allow you the most time to solve any 
intricate calculations 

Exam Tactics
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SPE Exam Strategies

• It is important to be familiar with Conversion 
Factors and how to apply them 

• Some questions will require the candidate to 
convert units from imperial to metric (or vice 
versa) to obtain the correct result

• There are a set of conversion factors are 
supplied at the back of the SPE Petroleum 
Engineering Certification and PE License Exam 
Reference Guide

Conversion Factors

SPE Exam Strategies

• When preparing for the exam it is important to 
practice sketching charts from data

• You may be asked to determine fluid contacts 
from pressure data which can easily be plotted

Charts and Tables
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SPE Exam Strategies

• There will be four answers given for each 
question and in most cases 1 will be obviously 
incorrect, two will be ‘distractors’ and 1 will be 
the correct solution 

• Care must be taken when applying conversions 
as the ‘distractor’ solutions are often derived 
when the incorrect conversion factor has been 
applied

• It may not be possible to calculate an ‘exact’ 
answer and for this reason some problems 
have a solution that is worded accordingly 

Exam Tactics

SPE Exam Strategies

• Once you have completed the problems that 
you are ‘comfortable with’ do a quick review on 
any maths and conversions that you have made

Proof read and review 

• Try not to waste any time on problems that are 
way out of your knowledge base

• However, do not leave any question 
unanswered

Remaining problems
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Poll Questions

• Have you attended a SPE Webinar before?

SPE Webinars

• “Identifying Knowledge Gaps and Tools”
presented by Alok Jain

SPE Webinar #1

• “Certification and the Road to Professionalism” 
presented by Razik Shaikh

SPE Webinar #2
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Certification

Key Take Aways

Communication

Collaboration

FlexibilityEthical

Organised

Team 
Player

SPE

Certified

Petroleum

Engineer
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